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Summary  
How to identify professionals and creatives in your area who can contribute to your 
library's make-a-thek journey. 

Mapping your local experts means understanding who around you has skills, 
knowledge, and interest in circularity, crafts, digital fabrication, and design. These 
people can become trainers, collaborators, or even long-term partners. 

 
 
How to use this resource 
 

Print the worksheets below on A3 or larger and use sticky 
notes or use the worksheet on Miro to co-map your ecosystem 
with your team or community. 
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#beginnerlevel #intermediatelevel #network 

Steps to get started 

1. List your challenges and topics of interest
Start by listing the topics you’d like support on: e.g., textile repair, 3D
printing, sustainable materials, etc.

2. Map your ecosystem
Use the Mapping Your Ecosystem worksheet to:

○ Identify people (makers, designers, artists, engineers...)
○ Spot places like fablabs, studios, schools
○ List available resources (machines, tools, materials, know-how)

Be as specific as possible, if you can add names and contact details, 
perfect! Easier to reach out to them later. 

make-a-thek has received funding from the European Horizon Europe 
programme under grant agreement No. 101177660. 
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3.​ Look beyond the usual suspects​
Don’t only contact who you already know: seek out  underrepresented skills 
or voices (e.g., independent tailors, migrant artisans, tech-savvy students).​
 

4.​ Use interviews or informal chats​
Invite local experts to visit your space or co-design something small. This 
builds trust and future opportunities.​
 

5.​ Document your findings​
Use the Ecosystem Mapping chart to visualize connections and gaps. Think: 
who do we have? Who do we need? Where’s the energy? 

 

 
 
make-a-thek has received funding from the European Horizon Europe  
programme under grant agreement No. 101177660. 
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